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Biscutum dissimilis WIND & WisE, 1976 

Biscutum 
dissimilis 

1968, Lithastrinus sp. Forchheimer, Sver. Geolg. Undersok, s. C NR 635, 62/2, p. 58, text-fig. 2, 
fig. 1, pl. 9, figs. la-b, 5. 

3* 

1 

5 

4* 

2 

... }I 

3 ... 
I .... 5* 

6 

4 

Figs. 1-5, 3*, 4*, 5*, 6 - Biscutum dissimilis n. sp. 1) Holotype USNM 239-484, proximal
lateral view. Sample 327A-12, CC, X4,900. 2, 3) Paratype USNM 239485, distal and lateral 
views. Sample 327A-12, CC, X 3,600. 4) Paratype USNM 239486, lateral view illustrating 
relative thickness of proximal (lower) and distal (upper) shields. Sample 327A-12, CC, X 4,800. 
5) Paratype USNM 239487, proximal view of elongate specimen. Sample 327A-12, CC, X 4,500. 
3*, 6) Paratype USNM 239480 phase-contrast and crossed-polarized light. Sample 327A-12, CC, 
X 2,000. 4*, 5*) Paratype USNM 239490, crossed-polarized light and phase-contrast illumi-

nation, Sample 327A-12 CC, X 2000. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Strongly elliptical species of Biscutum with thick massive distal plates 

and thin, small proximal shield. Long axis extremities are usually dominated by 
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one or two exceptionally broad, massive elements. 

Description: Large elongate form constructed of between 7 and 11 radial, slightly 
imbricate and massively constructed distal shield elements a similar number 
of thin radial nonimbricate elemets in the proximal shield. Largest dimension 
of specimens varies between 8.5 and 11 !J.m; ellipticity ranges from 1.3 to 1.5. 
The thin proximal shield has dimensions generally only one-half that of the 
proximal shield. Distal shield elements may exceed 1.0 p.m in thickness; proximal 
shield elements are more uniform in thickness, generally about 0.1 p.m thick. 
Although the arrangement of elements is variable, one or two large crystalline 
elements may dominate one or both ends of the distal shield. 
Lateral distal shield elements have modified dovetail tabs and sockets characte
ristic of several species of this genus (see figs. 2, 3 ). Proximal surfaces of 
distal shield elements exhibit a pitted appearance; this feature is most evident 
on the large polar elements, and is present to a lesser degree on the distal 
surface as well. 
The small central area appears to be lined with a small number of thick plates. 
Central area is similar in appearance in both proximal and distal view. 

Size: 8.5-11 p.m. 

Remarks: 

The proximal shield is generally not completely preserved, and in those samples 
which have been subjected to even moderate dissolution, the shield is completely 
removed. While the proximal shield is one of the features of the flora most 
susceptible to dissolution, the distal shield is one of the most resistant. 

Type level: 

Upper Albian to Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 327A-12, CC. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington D.C. 
Holotype: USNM 239484; paratypes: USNM 239485-239487, 239480, 239490. 

Author: 

Wise S. W . and Wind F. H., 1976, p. 298; pl. 23, figs. 1-5; pl. 24, figs. 3-6. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 drilling 
on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. Initial 
Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pis., 3 figs., 7 tbs. 
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